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Abstract

Today, culture and art play a pivotal role in producing economic and
cultural capital, recognized as significant drivers of societal progress
across various dimensions. The field of cultural economics, emerging
prominently in the West since the 1980s, has been subject to extensive
theoretical and empirical investigation, particularly from an economic
perspective. Given its interdisciplinary nature and embeddedness with-
in broader socio-cultural, economic, and political contexts, cultural eco-
nomics also necessitates a sociological lens, primarily through cultural
and economic sociology frameworks. This study aims to theoretically
explore the following questions from a sociological standpoint: What
are the constituent components of the concept of cultural economics,
as defined by sociology? How can cultural economics be defined from
a sociological perspective? How does this concept differ from similar
ones, and what are its key components? As a fundamental component of
social systems, sociological economics is composed of roles, relation-
ships, and social networks and is instrumental in generating econom-
ic capital. Moreover, while acknowledging the diverse definitions of
culture, cultural economics emphasizes the material aspects of culture,
including cultural artifacts (e.g., art) alongside intellectual, moral, and
artistic activities and products related to human life, aiming to produce
cultural capital. Consequently, from a sociological perspective, cultural
economics represents a coherent system of roles, positions, networks,
actors, and patterns of interaction, simultaneously pursuing the maxi-
mization of economic capital and contributing to the growth of cultural
capital through the production, distribution, and consumption of cultur-
al goods.
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