I I .m
v cioiitn

$ Jandenns g JLs
\F°\UJL@ Al b)lo._ai)

Vol. 3, Series. 6, No. 1, Spring 2024/ 7 - 29
doi: https://doi.org/10.22083/ss2.2025.492442.1052
==l

Opportunity or threat the positions of the artists (celebrities)
on the Internet towards the affairs of the country with em-
phasis on the teachings of Critical Criminology
Seyed Mohammad Reza Mousavi Fard ', Assistant Professor, Department of Crimi

inal Law and Criminology, Semnan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Semnan, Iran
(Corresponding Author), Email:mousavifard136394@gmail.com

Farokh Hodaie ", Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Law and Criminology,
Andimeshk Branch, Islamic Azad University, Andimeshk, Iran,
Email:hodaie-jaza@yahoo.com

Farshid Bahador ", PhD Student in Political Sociology, Allameh Tabatabaei
University, Tehran, Iran, Email: f.bahador1996@gmail.com

Extended Abstract

Background/Introduction: In recent decades, the emergence and
growing power of social media in shaping public opinion have led to
the phenomenon known as “celebrity culture.” This phenomenon has
developed through the active presence of famous individuals in cyber-
space, who often comment on various social and political issues. These
individuals, despite their lack of expertise or direct responsibility, act as
social references due to their public fame, posing significant challenges
to modern societies. Celebrities, leveraging their communicative pow-
er, sometimes contribute to public awareness and constructive criticism,
while at other times, they provoke social anomie and organize anarchic
behaviors through irresponsible interventions. Therefore, studying this
phenomenon and analyzing its effects on social and political systems is
of particular importance.

Research Objective: This study aims to examine the influence of ce-
lebrities on public mobilization and social issues in cyberspace from the
perspective of critical criminology. The central question of the research is
whether the influence of celebrities in cyberspace is a threat to social and
political systems or an opportunity for raising awareness and promoting
public management. Additionally, the study seeks to identify key factors
shaping celebrity behavior and their interactions with society.
Methodology: This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
utilizing documentary and library sources. Data collection focuses on
theories of critical criminology and analyzes the behaviors of celebri-
ties in social and political contexts. This methodology enables a com-
prehensive understanding of celebrity behaviors and their implications
for social and political systems.

Key Findings: The study reveals that the influence of celebrities on
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public mobilization is dual in nature. Depending on their intentions
and behaviors, it can be considered either an opportunity or a threat.
Findings indicate that when celebrities use their fame for irresponsible
comments or attention-seeking behaviors, they can create social crises
and exacerbate disorder within society. Such actions are often a result
of their lack of expertise in critical social and political issues. On the
other hand, the positive role of celebrities in raising public awareness
and fostering constructive criticism cannot be overlooked. This positive
impact can manifest in strengthening social values, promoting public
freedoms, and combating injustices. Furthermore, expanding freedom
of expression, fostering a culture of political critique, and enhancing
collaboration between governments and professional groups can con-
tribute to better management of this phenomenon.

Conclusion: Celebrities have become one of the most influential social
groups in the era of social media, playing a crucial role in shaping pub-
lic opinion and driving social mobilization. This study underscores the
necessity of managing their influence through intelligent policymaking,
constructive engagement, and the protection of freedom of expression.
Specifically, governing systems can leverage the potential of celebrities
to advance social goals, provided that irresponsible and harmful behav-
1ors are effectively controlled and guided using democratic and practi-
cal methods. Key strategies in this regard include promoting a culture
of critique and public education, which can reduce social tensions and
maximize the positive potential of this group. Additionally, avoiding
repressive measures and focusing on constructive interaction can as-
sist political systems in managing the challenges arising from celebrity
activities. Ultimately, this study concludes that while the influence of
celebrities on society and politics can pose certain threats, it also offers
opportunities for social and political transformation.Constructive inter-
action, the expansion of freedom of expression, and utilizing celebrities
as tools for public awareness represent fundamental steps toward better
management of this phenomenon and the realization of a more demo-
cratic society.

Keywords: Celebrities, critical criminology, social media, public mo-
bilization.
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