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Extended Abstract

Background/Introduction: As an influential medium, outdoor advertising
communicates with audiences and conveys messages to them. Audiences per-
ceive and interpret the effects of outdoor advertising at different levels. These
perceptions occur across three levels: At the first level, the “logical level”,
the audience interprets the message according to the principles and rules of
logic. At the second level, the “stimulatory level”, the audience instinctively
responds to the stimuli embedded in the message.

At the third level, the “cultural level”, the audience evaluates the message
within a cultural framework and decides whether to accept or reject it. At this
third stage, outdoor advertising intersects with cultural domains.

Figurative art holds a special place in all cultures, and within it, the human
body offers designers a wide spectrum of meanings. The strategy of gender
appeal in advertising is often executed through representations of the body
and related elements. For instance, the use of a female figure can establish a
connection between bodily allure and advertising appeal. Roland Marchand,
in his article “Modern Grotesque 2" on advertising in the 1920s and 1930s,
argues that during this period the female body increasingly lost its intrinsic
identity and became a decorative object.

Critics attribute two major phenomena to the function of advertising: first,
the formation of individual and social identities has become increasingly as-
sociated with object imagery; second, advertising, akin to a standard-setting
institution, has reshaped consumer culture in tandem with developments in
everyday life.

Research Objective: The aim of this research is to explore the concept of the
body in Islamic thought and to examine its implications for environmental
advertising. To achieve this goal, the study addresses the following question:
How is the concept of the body interpreted and understood in Islamic thought,
and what are the implications for using bodily imagery as an influential ele-
ment in environmental advertising?

Methodology: This article employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical ap-
proach based on library research, regulations, and relevant laws governing
environmental advertising. Sources were selected non-randomly and purpo-
sively to extract the concept of the body from both Western and Islamic per-
spectives. The study seeks to explain, from an Islamic viewpoint, the ration-
ale behind the denial of certain bodily functions or representations in public
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media. Accordingly, it outlines various definitions of environmental advertis-
ing and identifies the legal provisions pertaining to bodily representations. It
then examines how the concept of the body is treated in Western and Islamic
contexts, with particular attention to religious standards regarding the limits
of bodily representation.

KeyFindings: In modern and postmodern contexts, goods advertised in line
with Western consumption rituals are typically products linked to contempo-
rary human needs. The inclusion of the human body in advertisements serves
to reveal the rationale for and necessity of the product in relation to the indi-
vidual. Through bodily imagery, audiences can quickly grasp the connection
between the advertised product and human experience, even without verbal
explanation.

In such instances, sexual appeal and the aesthetics of the physical (maternal)
body are frequently utilized. However, the scope and function of the physical
body and the associated aesthetic elements are not widely accepted in the
Islamic world. Consequently, environmental advertising in Islamic societies
imposes limitations on the use of the body.

Conclusion: The legal frameworks regulating environmental advertising in
current Iranian law consist of three key resolutions, listed in chronological
order of approval:

Regulations on the Establishment and Supervision of the Work and Activi-
ties of Advertising and Promotional Centers, approved by the Revolutionary
Council in 1979; Approvals of the Central Committee of the Country’s Ad-
vertising Organizations, issued in 2006; Policies and Regulations Governing
Environmental Advertising, ratified by the Special Council of the Supreme
Council for the Cultural Revolution in 2009.

This article identified provisions within these laws that directly and indirectly
pertain to the representation of the human body. While body imagery is not
categorically banned, Islamic jurisprudential and customary foundations im-
pose significant restrictions on its use in advertising.

According to Islamic principles, human beings possess three types of bodies:
The maternal body, which is the physical body born from the mother’s womb;
The ideal body, which lacks independence and derives meaning from the ma-
ternal body; The particle body, which alone represents the complete and au-
thentic human identity.

From this perspective, unlike Western individualist thought, the mortality
of the body and its management—emphasized in consumer culture through
the idealization of perfect physical bodies—are not central concerns. Islamic
thought does not attribute originality or identity solely to the maternal body,
thus challenging the assumptions prevalent in consumer-driven advertising.
Keywords: Islamic thought, media, without, Environmental Advertis.
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