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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Iranian carpet weaving, particularly the Qom carpet tradition,
represents a distinguished cultural and artistic legacy. Yet in recent decades,
industrial transformations, economic pressures, and intensified global com-
petition have diminished its position and distanced contemporary production
from its foundational design principles. Reconsidering how carpets are pre-
sented and experienced within exhibition environments offers an opportunity
to restore both cultural value and market relevance. This study investigates
the visual, structural, and conceptual components of Qom carpet motifs and
examines how their underlying logic can be reinterpreted within interior ar-
chitectural settings. The goal is to craft exhibition environments that com-
municate cultural narratives and aesthetic depth beyond commercial display.
Grounded in APA guidance for abstracts, the introduction emphasizes the
study’s purpose, rationale, and relevance for scholars, designers, and cultural
heritage practitioners.

Methods: A qualitative research design was adopted, employing integrated
textual and visual content analysis. In the first phase, academic literature,
carpet-specific documentation, and historical sources were analyzed through
open, axial, and selective coding to extract the core conceptual attributes of
Qom carpet patterns. In the second phase, six representative Qom carpets
were examined using MAXQDA software. Multi-criteria analytical tools such
as the Jaccard coefficient and Euclidean distance were applied to assess simi-
larities, divergences, and relational structures among motifs. This dual-phase
methodology allowed for both conceptual theorization and empirical pattern
comparison.

Results: The analyses revealed five dominant components with high potential
for spatial translation in exhibition design: centralized composition, bilateral
symmetry, thythmic repetition, the integration of floral and geometric motifs,
and culturally symbolic color schemes. These structural attributes form an
aesthetic-semantic system capable of guiding spatial organization. The study
proposes a conceptual model that frames the Qom carpet as a multilayered
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medium, one that simultaneously conveys visual refinement and embodies
cultural identity, memory, and meaning. Findings show that these compo-
nents can be operationalized in spatial layout, circulation patterns, decorative
elements, and experiential layers within exhibition architecture.
Discussion: Integrating Qom carpet logic into interior architecture can cre-
ate immersive cultural environments that exceed the limitations of conven-
tional display formats. Strategies derived from the findings include the use
of centralized spatial arrangements inspired by medallion structures, neutral
background treatments to foreground ornamental richness, selective orna-
mentation reflecting traditional motifs, layered lighting techniques to evoke
depth and narrative, and interactive interpretive elements that strengthen visi-
tor engagement. These approaches offer a pathway for revitalizing traditional
arts within contemporary cultural spaces, enhancing the visibility of Iranian
heritage, and reinforcing the interpretive connection between audiences and
the symbolic universe of the Qom carpet.

Keywords: Qom carpet, Interior architecture, Motif analysis, Cultural herit-
age, Exhibition design, Visual semantics, Pattern structure.
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