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Extended Abstract

Introducion: The Golshan Muraqqa, preserved in the Golestan Palace Li-
brary in Tehran, is a masterpiece of Persian and Indian miniature art. The illus-
trations in this collection reflect ancient traditions and customs, particularly
the culture of falconry. Since birds of prey are among the most significant
motifs in Persian art, conducting the present research to identify how the role
of birds of prey is represented in the Golshan Muraqqa illustrations, as well
as to typologize these birds within the visual source, seems essential. The
research questions are as follows:

1. How is the role of birds of prey represented in the illustrations of the
Golshan Muraqqa?

2. What species of birds of prey are depicted in the illustrations of the
Golshan Muraqqa?

3. What similarities and differences exist between the depictions of birds
of prey in the Golshan Muraqqga and both real-life specimens and the charac-
teristics described in the Mo’in Encyclopedia?

Methods: This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical and
comparative approach, examining library, documentary, and visual resources.
Images of birds of prey from 6 specific illustrations in the Golshan Muraqqa
collection were purposefully selected. From the 28 Golshan Muraqqa illustra-
tions available on the IranArt site, 6 containing images of birds of prey were
gathered. These 6 images were compared with the specifications of various
birds of prey in the Mo’in Encyclopedia and their real-life counterparts in
nature. Data analysis was qualitative in nature.

Discussion: The research results indicate that, except for the Goshawk and
Sparrowhawk, the definitions of bird of prey species in the Mo’in Encyclo-
pedia do not perfectly align with the real and natural images of these birds.
Based on the Mo’in Encyclopedia’s definitions, out of the 6 depicted birds of
prey examined, 2 are of the Goshawk type. In the remaining cases, the char-
acteristics listed in the Mo’in Encyclopedia appear in a combined or hybrid
manner in the illustrated birds. For example, images 8, 10, and 12 feature
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narrow-ended wings and tails, and dark brown feathers on the back, sim-
ilar to a Baz (Northern Goshawk). The dark brown feathers on the back-a
characteristic of the Baz-are visible in sample 8, but the bird’s breast lacks
the light brown color with black spots described for the Baz in the Mo’in
Encyclopedia. Furthermore, images 10, 11, and 13, like the Basha (Eurasian
Sparrowhawk) and Qoosh (another term for Sparrowhawk or similar small
hawk), possess dark grey wings and feathers, but the tawny spots on the birds’
breasts are not seen.

Based on comparisons with real and natural bird images, out of these 6 illus-
trations, 2 are of the Goshawk type, 3 are of the Baz type, and 1 is a hybrid
combination of Basha and Qoosh characteristics. Additionally, in all six il-
lustrations, the pattern of the hunter holding the bird is repeated; with the
difference that in one sample, the painter has the glove in his other hand, and
the bird is perched directly on the hunter’s bare hand. This suggests that the
painter did not pay sufficient attention to the technical and specialized details
in the field of falconry.

Keywords: Typology, Birds of Prey, Golshan Muraqga, Falconry Glove.
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