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Abstract

Today, culture and art play a pivotal role in producing economic and
cultural capital, recognized as significant drivers of societal progress
across various dimensions. The field of cultural economics, emerging
prominently in the West since the 1980s, has been subject to extensive
theoretical and empirical investigation, particularly from an economic
perspective. Given its interdisciplinary nature and embeddedness with-
in broader socio-cultural, economic, and political contexts, cultural eco-
nomics also necessitates a sociological lens, primarily through cultural
and economic sociology frameworks. This study aims to theoretically
explore the following questions from a sociological standpoint: What
are the constituent components of the concept of cultural economics,
as defined by sociology? How can cultural economics be defined from
a sociological perspective? How does this concept differ from similar
ones, and what are its key components? As a fundamental component of
social systems, sociological economics is composed of roles, relation-
ships, and social networks and is instrumental in generating econom-
ic capital. Moreover, while acknowledging the diverse definitions of
culture, cultural economics emphasizes the material aspects of culture,
including cultural artifacts (e.g., art) alongside intellectual, moral, and
artistic activities and products related to human life, aiming to produce
cultural capital. Consequently, from a sociological perspective, cultural
economics represents a coherent system of roles, positions, networks,
actors, and patterns of interaction, simultaneously pursuing the maxi-
mization of economic capital and contributing to the growth of cultural
capital through the production, distribution, and consumption of cultur-
al goods.

Key words
Economy of culture and art, Economic Capital, Cultural Capital.
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Abstract

This study examines the visual content of twenty alphabet books published
since the 1980s. The samples were selected through purposeful random
sampling and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical approach grounded
in Jean Piaget’s cognitive-developmental theory. Data was collected from
library resources, and qualitative analysis was employed. Selection criteria
included higher quality of illustration and printing, choice of professional
illustrators, affiliation with reputable publishers, and high usage and sales
as indicated by multiple reprints. The study aims to identify suitable illus-
trative components for teaching the alphabet to children within this age
group based on Piaget’s theory. Specifically, it seeks to answer the ques-
tions: What are the appropriate components for teaching the alphabet to
these children according to Piaget’s theory? Moreover, what styles and
techniques are most suitable for illustrating the Persian alphabet for chil-
dren of this age group? According to Piaget, play, exploration of the envi-
ronment, discovery-based activities, and the balance between assimilation
and accommodation play crucial roles in learning. Play can be valuable for
teaching, focusing attention, and practicing various skills. Through analysis
and critique of the alphabet books based on the components of play, explor-
atory activities, and reciprocal behaviors, as well as an examination of the
quality of illustrative elements in active learning, it was found that only a
limited number of alphabet books aligned with cognitive-developmental
perspectives and relevant visual standards. Most of the illustrations were of
average quality, and some were poor. The finding indicates shortcomings
in the illustrative quality of Persian alphabet books and a need for more
attention to the illustration issue in these books.

Keywords
Educational Illustration, Alphabet Books, Cognitive Development,
Play, Piaget.
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Abstract

An advertising campaign consists of advertisements designed to intro-
duce a product or service. A crucial factor in designing effective advertis-
ing campaigns is considering the prevailing culture of the target audience.
Given the significant impact of visuals on our sensory perception of the
world, creating diverse visual experiences and conceptually linking them
to the cultural context of a society can significantly enhance the effective-
ness of introducing a product or service. Visual culture, an interdiscipli-
nary field of cultural studies that has emerged in recent decades, is a rich
and diverse area of analysis and interpretation. It incorporates not only
vision but also musical codes, language, and sound. This research aims to
delve into the interdisciplinary nature of visual culture in the advertising
campaigns of the ride-hailing platforms Snapp and Tapsi, and to explore
how contemporary visual culture is manifested in these campaigns. The
primary research question is: What insights into contemporary visual cul-
ture can be gained by studying visual culture in the advertising campaigns
of Snapp and Tapsi? This qualitative study employed a descriptive-ana-
lytical approach, utilizing library and internet resources to examine ten
advertisements related to the advertising campaigns of Snapp and Tapsi.
The analysis of the images, a key aspect of the study, was conducted using
the principles of visual semiotics. Background information was gathered
through a review of library and internet resources. Purposive sampling
was used, and analytical data was obtained through observation, descrip-
tion, and analysis of the samples.

The most significant findings of the study indicate that reviving values and
paying attention to the prevailing culture of society through visual and aes-
thetic elements, coupled with the appropriate use of fonts within the ad-
vertising framework, can foster a sense of empathy with diverse audience
segments and create a new yet familiar identity for the advertising campaign.
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Studying the Influence of Postcards on the Formation of
Realistic Paintings of Nature on the Murals of the Qajar
Period (Case study: Sultan Begum’s House)

Zahra sadat Hayatgheibi, PhD Researcher in Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and
Urban Planning, Qazvin Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qazvin, Iran.
Email: zahrasadat.hayatgheibi@iau.ir

Jamaluddin Soheili, Associate Professor, Department of Architecture, Qazvin Branch, Is-
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Abstract

During the Qajar dynasty’s reign over Iran, the extensive and increas-
ingly frequent interactions of the Qajar monarchs with European na-
tions left an indelible mark on Iranian art. This study aims to answer
the question: How did the introduction of postcards to Iran impact the
style and subject matter of the murals in the Sultan Begum House? Em-
ploying a descriptive-analytical approach, this research collected data
through a review of existing literature and a field study of fourteen wall
paintings within the house. Given that the murals of the Sultan Begum
House in Tehran are considered a valuable cultural and historical asset,
carrying significant information and serving as a visual representation
of a specific historical period in the city, a study of such paintings is of
paramount importance. This research found that during the Qajar era,
imported postcards from the West gained such prominence and popu-
larity that they were quickly reflected in and utilized in architectural
spaces, particularly on the walls of residences. Court members replicat-
ed postcard images on the walls of their homes. In the Sultan Begum
House, images of Western landscapes can be found in the main hall.
These images do not depict Iranian landscapes, as they often feature
buildings with architectural styles characteristic of England, Switzer-
land, France, and Russia.

Keywords
Mural, Realism, Nature theme, Postcard.
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A Comparative Analysis of the Hero’s Character in the
Ta’zieh of Imam Hussain’s (A.S.) Martyrdom with
Joseph Campbell’s Hero’s Journey Framework

Mona Shokri, Ph.D. Student, Analytical and Comparative History (;f Islamic Art, De-
partment of Advanced Studies in Art, Faculty of Visual Arts, College of Fine Arts,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: mona.shokri.p@gmail.com

Ali Khaksar, Assistant Professor, Department of Advanced Studies in Art, Faculty of
Visual Arts, College of Fine Arts, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding
Author) Email: alikhaksar@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

The paper analyzes the religious hero character with the mythological
hero through the lens of comparative study. The fundamental question
of this study is to what extent the character of Imam Hussain (A.S.) as
a religious hero in the Ta’zieh performance aligns with Joseph Camp-
bell’s Hero’s Journey, which presents a universal narrative structure
shared by all mythological stories. Consequently, a primary research
approach was employed based on qualitative methods, precisely a de-
scriptive-analytical method. The study follows a comparative approach,
using library-based documents, and the data were analyzed inductively.
After understanding Campbell’s theory and rereading its stages in the
context of Ta’zieh, despite differences stemming from the inner dimen-
sions of mythological and religious heroic personas, the findings of this
research suggest that the hero of the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (A.S.)
largely corresponds to the mythological hero in Campbell’s model. The
Ta’zieh hero passes through the stages of “Departure” and “Initiation,”
similar to the mythological hero. However, differences appear in the
“Return” stage, which can be explained by Shiite beliefs regarding life
and salvation after martyrdom. The alignment of the religious hero in
Ta’zieh with Campbell’s mythological hero demonstrates a similar path
toward perfection in two types of heroic characters. Movement, change,
and growth are essential traits of a hero in any context. Additionally, the
Ta’zieh hero undergoes further stages in their spiritual journey, leading
to a more significant impact and enduring presence in society’s collec-
tive memory.

Keywords
Hero, Imam Hussein (A.S.), Ta’zieh, Hero’s Journey, Joseph Campbell.
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A comparative study of traditional arts teaching methods
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Abstract

By examining the type of traditional art education in Japan as an ad-
vanced country in the direction of education and continuing it in the
direction of promoting and improving the works, now is the time to
target the same way of working in the education of traditional art to the
students of the first secondary level in Iran. In line with that, this meth-
od was compared and matched by combining teaching methods. What
is neglected in these trainings is the training of traditional arts. This
research aims to provide a comparative study of the methods of teach-
ing traditional arts in Iran and Japan and to use the methods of teach-
ing traditional arts in Japanese schools further to improve the teaching
methods in Iran. The necessity of conducting the present research con-
sidering the educational system of advanced countries, where most of
the curriculum of the first secondary course is devoted to subjects such
as art and special activities such as the establishment of cultural and ar-
tistic festivals, and so on, has been allocated, it caused the investigation
of this issue in comparison with Iran, so that the cause of the lack of
these programs in the educational process of teenagers can be evaluated
as much as possible. Now, the question is, what are the commonalities
and differences between traditional art education in Japanese and Ira-
nian schools? Or how to use traditional art teaching methods in Japa-
nese schools to teach the same type of art at one of Iran’s educational
levels? The method of collecting materials and data used was library,
document, and field, which was done with a descriptive and analytical
approach.

Keywords
Art education in Japan, Traditional arts, First secondary level.
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