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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Timurid miniature painting represents one of the most signifi-
cant achievements of Persian visual culture, distinguished not only by its aes-
thetic sophistication but also by its capacity to convey complex ideological,
political, and spiritual meanings. Among the visual narratives produced dur-
ing this period, The Appeal of King Shapur and His Minister to the Pious Her-
mit occupies a distinctive position because of its rich symbolic content and
its depiction of the relationship between royal authority and spiritual guid-
ance. While previous studies of Timurid painting have primarily focused on
stylistic characteristics, artistic attribution, and historical context, relatively
few have examined the deeper semantic structures embedded in such works
through a systematic iconological approach.

This study addresses this gap by analyzing the selected miniature through Er-
win Panofsky’s theory of iconology. It explores how meaning is constructed
within the image and how concepts such as legitimacy, authority, spirituality,
and governance are communicated through visual signs. By examining the
relationship between pictorial elements and broader cultural discourses, the
study seeks to reveal the ideological foundations underlying the composition
and visual organization of the painting.

Methods: This research adopted a qualitative interpretive approach based
on documentary and library research. The data consisted of scholarly sourc-
es on Timurid art, Persian miniature painting, iconography, and Panofsky’s
theory of iconology. The selected miniature was analyzed using Panofsky’s
three-stage interpretive model. The first stage, pre-iconographical descrip-
tion, examined the formal and visual characteristics of the work, including
its composition, figures, gestures, color scheme, architectural elements, and
spatial organization. The second stage, iconographical analysis, identified the
narrative themes, symbolic motifs, and culturally recognizable subjects rep-
resented in the painting. The third stage, iconological interpretation, explored
the intrinsic meaning of the work by relating its visual structures to the social,
political, religious, and intellectual context of the Timurid period.

This analytical framework enabled a progression from the description of
visual forms to the interpretation of the cultural meanings and ideological
messages embedded in the artwork.

Findings: The analysis indicates that the miniature is organized around a



S olllas aelilad

carefully constructed visual hierarchy that conveys a meaningful relationship
between temporal power and spiritual authority. The arrangement of figures,
the direction of their gazes, and the spatial positioning of the king, the minis-
ter, and the hermit together create a symbolic system that extends beyond the
illustration of a literary narrative.

At the pre-iconographical level, the composition establishes a clear visual
distinction between the royal figures and the ascetic hermit. Differences in
posture, scale, and spatial placement emphasize the spiritual figure and direct
the viewer’s attention toward him. Color symbolism further reinforces these
distinctions by communicating ideas of authority, humility, and sanctity.

At the iconographical level, the painting represents a familiar narrative motif
in Persian literary and visual traditions: the encounter between worldly rulers
and spiritual sages. Such encounters commonly function as moral narratives
that emphasize the superiority of wisdom and spiritual insight over political
power. The king and his minister’s appeal to the hermit symbolizes the recog-
nition of a form of authority that transcends royal status.

At the iconological level, the miniature reflects a broader ideological dis-
course characteristic of Timurid culture. The hermit functions as a symbol-
ic mediator whose spiritual authority legitimizes temporal rule. Rather than
portraying political and spiritual spheres as competing forces, the painting
presents them as complementary and mutually reinforcing. Royal authority
is depicted as requiring spiritual legitimacy, while spiritual authority acquires
broader social significance through its association with political leadership.
The findings further demonstrate that the visual elements operate as cultur-
al signs communicating values central to Persian-Islamic political thought.
Through the interaction of compositional structure, symbolic imagery, and
narrative content, the miniature constructs a discourse of legitimacy grounded
in the integration of kingship and spiritual authority. Accordingly, the work
should be understood not merely as an illustration of a literary episode but as
a visual articulation of the dominant ideological principles of Timurid society.
Conclusion: The application of Panofsky’s iconological framework demonstrates
that The Appeal of King Shapur and His Minister to the Pious Hermit contains
multiple layers of meaning that extend far beyond its apparent narrative content.
The painting should be understood as a complex visual text in which political,
spiritual, and cultural discourses converge. Through its symbolic organization,
the miniature articulates a conception of legitimacy founded on the relationship
between temporal sovereignty and spiritual authority.

The findings confirm that Timurid miniature painting fulfilled not only aesthetic
functions but also important ideological and cultural roles. The visual language
of the selected work illustrates how artistic representation contributed to the
construction and reinforcement of social values and political beliefs. Moreo-
ver, the study demonstrates the value of Panofsky’s iconological framework
for interpreting Persian miniature painting and uncovering the deeper meanings
embedded in its visual culture. By examining the interaction between image,
ideology, and historical context, this research contributes to a more comprehen-
sive understanding of the symbolic dimensions of Timurid art.

Keywords: King and Minister; Pious Hermit; Timurid Painting; Iconology;
Erwin Panofsky; Visual Culture; Political Legitimacy.
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