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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The twenty-first-century global order has increasingly been
shaped by digital communication networks, platform infrastructures, and
visual media ecosystems. In this context, the exercise of power extends be-
yond military and economic capabilities to include the capacity to shape nar-
ratives, representations, and public perceptions across transnational networks.
This study examines changing representations of Iran in digital media fol-
lowing the Post-Ramadan War (1405 HS/2026 AD) and explores how visual
communication, digital cultural production, and networked publics may chal-
lenge established geopolitical narratives. Drawing on Manuel Castells’ theory
of network power and Annmarie Slaughter’s framework of networks and state
power, the article investigates the relationship between military events, digi-
tal representation, and the construction of international legitimacy.
Methods: The study employs a qualitative interpretive approach informed
by network society theory, media studies, and visual culture research. It ana-
lyzes a range of digital artifacts, including visual content, online narratives,
user-generated media, artistic productions, and meme-based communication
circulated across social media platforms following the Ramadan War. The
analysis focuses on how visual narratives were produced, disseminated, and
interpreted within networked communication environments, and how these
narratives interacted with dominant geopolitical representations of Iran.
Findings: The findings suggest that digital networks provided opportunities
for alternative representations of Iran to circulate beyond traditional media
gatekeeping structures. Visual storytelling, user-generated content, and digi-
tally mediated cultural production contributed to the emergence of competing
narratives that challenged established perceptions. The study identifies the
growing significance of visual communication in contemporary geopolitical
struggles and highlights the role of strategic memes, digital art, and networked
participation in shaping public discourse. The analysis further indicates that
the interaction between military events and their visual representation played
an important role in influencing audience interpretations and generating sym-
bolic forms of legitimacy within online environments.
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Conclusion: The study argues that contemporary geopolitical influence in-
creasingly depends on the ability to establish narrative visibility and com-
municative legitimacy within digital networks. The case examined here illus-
trates how visual representation functions as a strategic dimension of power
alongside conventional political and military resources. The findings contrib-
ute to debates on network power, digital geopolitics, and visual communi-
cation by demonstrating how competing actors seek to influence global per-
ceptions through networked media environments. More broadly, the research
suggests that struggles over representation, visibility, and narrative authority
have become central components of power in the digital age.

Keywords: Ramadan War, Iranophobia, Network Power, Popular Culture,
Perception Engineering, Aesthetics of Resistance.
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1. Iranophobia
2. Perceptual Blockade
3. Epistemological Rupture
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primary source for the concepts of simulacra and hyperreality mentioned in your text).

Castells, M. (2010). The rise of the network society (2nd ed.). Wiley Blackwell. (This is the
foundational text for “Network Power” and the sociology of the information age).

Chomsky, N., & Herman, E. S. (1988). Manufacturing consent: Who controls the media? Pan-
theon Books. (The core reference for the “Manufacturing Consent” and propaganda model
mentioned in your analysis).
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book]. (Note: Since Annamarie Slatter’s work is often focused on specific geopolitical net-
works and the “Network vs. Chessboard” paradigm in contemporary IR, this is a representa-
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