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Extended Abstract

Introduction: “The rapid advancement of generative artificial intelligence
(AI) technologies has significantly transformed the landscape of artistic pro-
duction, raising fundamental questions about the nature of creativity, au-
thenticity, authorship, and artistic value. As Al-generated artworks become
increasingly sophisticated and accessible, debates have emerged regarding
whether machine-generated outputs can be considered genuinely creative
or whether creativity remains an inherently human capacity rooted in lived
experience, intentionality, and cultural context. These discussions are par-
ticularly relevant in fields where artistic expression is closely connected to
cultural heritage and personal expression, such as Persian calligraphy and
calligraphic paintings.

This study aims to compare the perceived creative value of human-created
artworks and Al-generated artworks by examining audience perceptions of
both forms. Focusing on Iranian calligraphy and calligraphic paintings, the re-
search investigates how viewers evaluate artworks across several dimensions,
including originality, creativity, emotional impact, emotional expression, aes-
thetic quality, typographic structure, and cultural relevance. By exploring
audience responses to both human and Al-generated artistic productions, the
study seeks to contribute to contemporary discussions on the evolving rela-
tionship between art, technology, and creativity.”

Methods: This research employed an analytical-comparative approach using
both quantitative and qualitative methods. A selection of human-created art-
works, primarily consisting of Persian calligraphy and calligraphic paintings,
was chosen as the basis for comparison. These artworks were subsequently
recreated using generative Al tools to produce corresponding Al-generated
versions while maintaining similar visual themes and stylistic characteristics.
Data were collected through a structured questionnaire containing both
closed-ended and open-ended questions. The study involved 100 participants
representing diverse levels of artistic knowledge and experience, including
art students, professional artists and art experts, and members of the general
public. This diverse sample was selected to ensure a broad range of perspec-
tives and to provide a realistic representation of audience perceptions.
Participants were asked to evaluate both human-created and Al-generated
artworks according to predefined criteria, including originality, creativity,
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emotional impact, emotional expression, aesthetic appeal, quality of lettering
and composition, and cultural compatibility. Quantitative data were analyz-
ed using descriptive statistical methods and mean score comparisons, while
qualitative responses were examined through thematic analysis to identify
recurring perceptions and interpretive patterns.

Results: The findings indicate that Al-generated artworks possess notable
strengths in terms of visual diversity, technical execution, stylistic variation,
and production speed. Many participants acknowledged the ability of Al sys-
tems to generate visually appealing and innovative compositions that can
successfully imitate artistic styles and produce aesthetically engaging results.
However, human-created artworks consistently received higher evaluations
in areas related to cultural authenticity, emotional depth, personal expression,
and the communication of lived experience. Participants frequently associat-
ed human artworks with intentionality, artistic identity, and meaningful emo-
tional narratives that were perceived as less evident in Al-generated works.
The results suggest that viewers often interpret creativity as more than the
production of novel visual forms; they also connect it to human experience,
cultural memory, and the conscious intentions of the artist.

Qualitative analysis further revealed that participants viewed Al as a power-
ful creative tool rather than an independent creative agent. While Al-generat-
ed artworks were appreciated for their efficiency and visual innovation, many
respondents questioned their capacity to convey genuine emotions or cultural
understanding without human guidance. The audience generally perceived
the artistic value of Al-generated works as dependent upon the creative input,
direction, and decision-making processes of human users.

Discussion: The results of this study highlight the continuing significance
of human creativity in artistic production despite the growing capabilities of
generative Al technologies. Although Al systems demonstrate remarkable
potential for generating visually sophisticated and aesthetically compelling
artworks, they are not perceived by audiences as fully replacing the cultural,
emotional, and experiential dimensions that characterize human artistic ex-
pression.

The findings suggest that creativity in the age of artificial intelligence should
be understood as a collaborative process rather than a competitive relation-
ship between humans and machines. Al functions most effectively as a crea-
tive partner that expands artistic possibilities while remaining dependent on
human intention, interpretation, and cultural awareness. Consequently, the
concept of creativity requires reconsideration within contemporary techno-
logical contexts, recognizing both the innovative capacities of Al and the ir-
replaceable contributions of human experience.

This research contributes to interdisciplinary discussions at the intersection
of art, technology, aesthetics, and audience studies, and provides a foundation
for future investigations into the evolving role of artificial intelligence in artis-
tic creation and evaluation.

Keywords: Audience Perception, Information Technology, Creativity, Au-
thenticity, Generative Artificial Intelligence, Human Art, Al-Generated Art.
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